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    CChhiippeemmbbeellee  NNeewwss    Jan - March 2008  
 
 
Dear All,      
 
We are fast approaching the end of the rainy season here in Zambia. We received slightly above 

average rains in the Luangwa Valley and were nearly flooded again in February but thankfully 

the water receded before it managed to enter the house or Centre. This, together with crazy 

weather patterns seeming to be going on all over the world, made us realise just how vulnerable 

we all are to the elements. As a result, we are planning on introducing the topic of climate 

change to the Chipembele programme and producing a display on the subject in the Wildlife 

Education Centre. It will be a new concept for most pupils but we believe it is a very important 

one that is likely to impact on their lives one way or another in the near future. Opening the 

minds of the local children to the conservation issues of the wider world while also 

concentrating on issues that affect them in their daily lives is an integral part of Chipembele’s 

mission.  

 

Road deteriorates and bridges collapse 
 
During this rainy season the 10 mile-long dirt road to Chipembele from Mfuwe deteriorated to 

its worst ever state and access to Mfuwe was anywhere from difficult to impossible. It 

sometimes took 2 hours to reach Mfuwe, the record being 3½ hours, mostly due to 2 collpased 

bridges. 

  

ZAWA have recently graded half of the road and a contract is 

being re-tendered to repair a much longer stretch this year.  
 

 
We are just hoping something 

will be done before the rains 

start again in November! 
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Chipembele Boat 
 
This year, for the 

first time, pupils 

were conveyed 

to Chipembele in 

the new boat 

that was 

purchased using 

funds donated 

after the flooding 

in February 2007. 

When the road 

between Mfuwe 

and Chipembele 

was impassable 

during January 

and February this 

year the boat 

became our only means of transport.  It also enabled the Centre to remain open throughout the 

rains. Written permission was obtained from the Ministry of Education to use the boat for 

ferrying pupils and we ensure that everyone wears life jackets.  

 

The pupils absolutely love the boat. It opens a whole new world up to them. The trip, which is 

about 20km, goes through some beautiful and spectacular scenery, plus there are plenty of 

animals and birds to be observed. Hence the trip becomes an education in itself. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Approaching Chipembele by river, Nchendeni Hills in background. 
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Girl Grade 9 awards 
 

In order to encourage girl education, 

Chipembele annually awards the top 3 

girls in the Grade 9 examinations 

certificates and prizes. The exams are 

important because pupils must pass them 

to qualify to Grade 10. This year the prizes 

included good quality watches and Oxford 

English Dictionaries. Sadly, the drop -out 

rate of girls in Zambian secondary schools 

can be very high, particularly in the more 

senior years. This may be due to a number 

of social and other factors, including 

having to assist greatly with chores at 

home, early marriage, pregnancy and 

poverty. Often if the family cannot afford 

all of their children to go to school the 

boys are given priority and the girls stay at 

home.  

 

The picture shows Bridget Phiri, (left, 1st), Bridget Sampa (right, 2nd) and Winnie Makakau 

(middle, 3rd). They have done extremely well and we wish them all the best as they continue 

their education.  

 

Michael receives a wheelchair 
 

Michael is an 11 year old orphan boy who lives in a 

simple village in Mfuwe. He lost his mum in 2002 and 

his dad in 2005. He is unable to walk and has one 

disabled arm. Sadly he has been shuffling around on his 

bottom in the dirt all his life. He also has a degree of 

mental disability but has a charming, extrovert 

personality and a great sense of humour.   

 

Michael and his two brothers are now cared for by an 

aunt and uncle, neither of whom is working and who 

have 5 children of their own. They are subsistence 

farmers and life is tough, but they clearly care for 

Michael in the best way they can and he is shown a lot 

of affection.  
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Thanks to the fundraising efforts of Sarah Lindsay and 

her family (Kent, England) we were able to buy Michael 

a wheelchair, a mattress (he was sleeping on the floor in 

a mud hut), bedding, new clothes and a football (he 

loves to play ball). 

 

 
 
Many thanks to the Lindsay family for helping to 
dramatically improve the quality of Michael’s life. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Schools projects 
 

Although English is the official teaching medium of 

schools sometimes the standard of English is poor, 

mostly due to lack of reading materials. The great 

majority of pupils attending secondary school in Mfuwe 

do not own even one book, pamphlet or magazine.   

 

In an attempt to help try and improve the standard of 

English, Chipembele gave one reading book to every 

pupil in the school in February this year and is 

encouraging them to swap amongst themselves when 

they have finished reading their book.  
 
 

 

Chipembele was also pleased to award wind-up torches to the top 7 pupils in Grades 8, 9, 11 

and 12 in the end of year exams in 2007 (donated from various sources). These torches enable 

pupils to study in the evenings as most do not have electricity and are unable to afford candles.  

 

Anna facilitated an exchange of letters project between pupils at Mfuwe Middle Basic School 

and a School in Ohio, USA. The Ohio school had sent boxes of books for the Mfuwe Basic School 

library through Chipembele in 2007.  

 

 

Our sincerest thanks go 
to Kathy Baka and the 
nonprofit organization 
that she established in the 
US, ‘Literacy Leap’, 
for providing these and 
many other books for the 

local schools. 
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Appeal for Elephant Boma 
 
Many of you may remember Chudoba and Chamilandu, the orphaned elephants that came into 

Chipembele’s care for a month each at the end of last year and were then transferred to the 

David Shepherd Foundation elephant orphanage in Kafue National Park. We are pleased to 

report that they are both doing very well and enjoying the company of their new friends Zamma 

and Phoenix.  It is a long rehabilitation process, one that will take many years, but it is hoped 

that one day they will return to a wild herd.  
 
 
 
 
Chamilandu and Chudoba 
meet for the first time at the 
well-constructed elephant 
boma in Kafue National Park  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Whilst they were at Chipembele 

they stayed in a very small enclosure 

that was hurriedly erected from all 

the scrap metal and pieces of timber 

we could find. With only 2 hours 

notice before Chudoba arrived we 

had little time to construct a decent 

holding cage and it was far from 

ideal, being small, not very strong 

and with pieces of metal the 

elephants could hurt themselves on.  

Chamilandu then arrived the day 

before Chudoba left and we had 

nowhere to put her for the night 

apart from a small cage. She was 

clearly traumatised from witnessing 

her mother being shot earlier in the 

day.            The not-so-well constructed or sized elephant boma at  
            Chipembele. We are just fortunate that it held up for the  
                           2 months that the young elephants were in our care.  
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We soon decided that we should be better prepared for next time and vowed to build a proper 

enclosure at Chipembele, strong enough to safely hold elephants up to about age 5 and most 

other large mammals. Steve has spent a lot of time researching the best and most appropriate 

designs. The enclosure will be 20m x 10m and will be erected from large, thick gum poles, bolted 

together with steel rods. It will include a pool for bathing and splashing around in, and a 

thatched shelter to protect them from the elements.  Also nearby will be the elephant handlers’ 

accommodation.  

 

This enclosure, together with the new animal cages that are to be built this year (funded by 

WSPA) will enable Chipembele to be a better and safer haven for orphaned and injured animals 

in the future and the only one for large animals in all of South Luangwa.  

 

Liaison and consultation with ZAWA is always done before and during any process of animal 
rearing and rehabilitation.  
 
Part funding has already been obtained for the project from various sources but we are still 

urgently in need of $3500.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Temporary change of management at Chipembele 
 
Finally we want to inform you that we will not be at Chipembele for 3 months from June to 

August. We have three important anniversaries to celebrate in the August (we’ll let you guess 

which ones!) and are going on a long trip. It will be our first holiday away together for 11 years. 

Some very good friends, Steve and Denise Blake from New Mexico, will be caretaking 

Chipembele in our absence and also making sure that all the project work in the schools and 

community continues.  

 

For urgent issues or queries while we are away please contact either one of the following 

Trustees for Chipembele Trust in the UK:  

 

• Mary Davies, Treasurer, e-mail: marydavies@dsl.pipex.com 

• Nigel Morgan, Secretary, e-mail: nigelmorg@aol.com 

 

 

Our very best wishes to you all, 

 
If you would like to make a donation towards 

this project please contact  
Steve and Anna via e-mail  

 
 info@chipembele.org 

 
Thank you! 
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Chipembele Wildlife Education Trust is a Zambian registered charitable trust, reg. no. 
41317. It is supported by Chipembele Trust, a registered UK charity, no. 1107698. 

Chipembele... teaching Zambian children the value of wildlife 
 

Contact 
Steve and Anna Tolan 

Chipembele Wildlife Education Trust 
PO Box 67, Mfuwe, Zambia 

 
email: info@chipembele.org 

web: http://www.chipembele.org 
phone: ++-260-216-246108 

 

 

 

 

     
 

If you would like to subscribe or unsubscribe to this newsletter,  

please send an e-mail to the following address: 

info@chipembele.org 
 

 

 
     Generously sponsored by:      Member Society of:   

        


